Placental lactogen (chorionic mammotrophin) in the field vole, Microtus agrestis, and the bank vole, Clethrionomys glareolus.
Placental lactogen has been detected in the field vole, Microtus agrestis, and the bank vole, Clethrionomys glareolus, using a co-culture technique. In field voles this activity could be detected from about day 8 of pregnancy to shortly before term, and stimulated both mouse and vole mammary gland to secrete in vitro. Partial immunological cross-reaction was detected in a radioimmunoassay system between rat prolactin and either extracts of vole pituitaries or media on which vole pituitaries had been cultured; vole placental lactogen showed no cross-reaction with rat prolactin. One site of origin for this hormone is probably the trophoblastic giant cells.